
Town of Oxford 
Committee of the Whole 

 Council Chambers and Zoom 
Wednesday, April 10, 2024 
6:00 pm 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order – Welcome 
 
2. Approval of Agenda 
Pages 1 - 2 
 
3. Approval of the Minutes – March 13, 2024 
Pages 3 - 8 
 
4. Town Departments Reports 

4.1 Public Works Department – presented by Nick Purdy, Public Works 
Supervisor 
Page 9 
 
4.2 Fire Department – presented by Bruce Rushton, Fire Chief and Kyle Purdy, 
Deputy Fire Chief 
submitting separately 
 
4.3 Administration Report – presented by Linda Cloney, CAO 
Page 10 – Admin Assistant Report 
 

5. Council Committees and Boards Reports – presented by Linda Cloney 
5.1 Accessibility Advisory Committee 
Verbal report 
 
5.2 Recreation Commission 
Verbal report 
 
 



5.3 Communities in Bloom Committee 
Verbal Report 
 
5.4 Source Water Protection Committee 
Verbal Report 
 
5.5 Farmers Market Committee 
Verbal Report 
 
5.6 Road Trails Act Review Committee 
Verbal Report 
 
5.7 Oxford Capital Theatre Update 
Verbal Report 
 

6. Items of discussion and correspondence – presented by Linda Cloney 
    6.1 Letter from Minister Lohr – Service Exchange 
    Pages 11-19 
 

6.2 Letter from Minister Lohr – New Provincial Department of Emergency   
Management 

    Pages 20-21 
 
    6.3 News Release – Cumberland Public Libraries Services Restored 
    Page 22 
 
7. Adjournment 
 
 
   



 

 
 
Minutes of the Committee of the Whole  

          Meeting 

  
 
Place:    Council Chambers, Zoom, streamed live to Facebook 
Date:     Wednesday, March 13, 2024 
Presiding Officer:  Deputy Mayor Arnold MacDonald  
Councillors Present: Mayor Greg Henley, Carla Black, Olivia Canning, and 

Brenton Colborne 
Councillor Regrets: Chrystal McNutt and Paul Jones 
 
A quorum was present throughout the meeting. 
 
Staff in attendance: Linda Cloney - CAO, Stan McDougall - Admin Assistant 
(recording secretary), Ruthann Brookins - Manager of Finance, Nick Purdy – Public 
Works Supervisor, and Bruce Rushton – Fire Chief 
 
Presenters in attendance: Nil 
 
Media in attendance: Nil 
 
1. Call to Order – Welcome 

At 6:00 PM, Deputy Mayor Arnold MacDonald called the meeting to order and 
welcomed all in attendance at the meeting. 
 

2.  Approval of Agenda, Pages 1 – 2 
     Moved by Mayor Henley and seconded by Councillor Black that the agenda of   
     the Committee of the Whole Meeting for Wednesday, March 13, 2024, be  
     approved, as presented. 
     Motion Carried 
 
  



 

 
3.  Approval of the Minutes – February 14, 2024, Pages 3 – 6 
       
      Approved by  

                   ______________________________________________  
                   Deputy Mayor Arnold MacDonald, Chair, on March 13, 2024 
 

4. Town Departments Reports 

4.1 Public Works Department – presented by Nick Purdy, Public Works 
Supervisor, Page 7 
 
4.2 Fire Department – presented by Bruce Rushton, Fire Chief, and Kyle 
Purdy, Deputy Fire Chief, Page 8 
 
Fire Chief Bruce Rushton presented his amended report to the Committee of the 
Whole.  This report was filed in with the Council Package. It was further noted 
that Kyle Purdy, Deputy Fire Chief sent his regrets. 
 
4.3 Administration Report – presented by Linda Cloney, CAO 
Pages 9 – 10 – Admin Assistant Report 
 
Deputy Mayor Arnold MacDonald thanked the Town staff for their 
respective reports. 
 

5. Council Committees and Boards Reports – presented by Linda Cloney 
5.1 Cumberland Public Libraries Report, Page 11 
 
5.2 Road Trails Act Review Committee – Public Meeting Announcement – 
April 3 – Capital Theatre, Verbal report 
 
Linda Cloney, CAO announced to the Committee of the Whole and to the public 
watching on social media, that an upcoming Information Session was to be held 
to investigate forming an ATV-friendly community. The need for public input 
was expressed and all were encouraged to come out and share their interests, 
ideas, concerns, and experiences. The Information session is scheduled for 
Wednesday, April 3, 2024, at the Capitol Theatre at 6:00 PM.  



 

Input from the public is required to be compiled before the Roads Trails Act 
Review Committee could put forward recommendations to the Council in a 
future meeting on this topic.  
 
Linda summarized that the purpose of the Roads Trails Act is to connect to 
trails as well as provide access to services. 
 
5.3 Audit Committee, Verbal report 
 
Linda Cloney, CAO, presented that the Audit Committee met on February 26, 
2024. The Auditing Firm, Baker Tilly, presented to the Committee the Audited 
Financials for the Town of Oxford.  Following this meeting, a Special Council 
Meeting would be held to discuss the findings with the Council. 
 
Deputy Mayor Arnold MacDonald thanked all Council Committees and Boards 
for their respective reports. 
 

6. Items of discussion and correspondence – presented by Linda Cloney 
    6.1 Public Participation Program Policy – presentation, Pages 12 – 13 
 

Linda Cloney, CAO presented to the Committee of the Whole a mandated 
requirement for a Policy for Public Participation and Notification under 
section 204 of the MGA.  A notice was received in November 2023 from the 
Department of Municipal Affairs and Housing discussing this requirement.   
 
The policy also included a Public Participation with Abutting Municipalities 
section that provides notification to the Municipality of Cumberland County 
for all proposals within 200 meters of the municipal boundary for a 
property that is the subject of a proposed adoption, revision, and/or 
amendment of planning documents. A draft policy was included in the 
meeting package, which was developed with the assistance of the Planning 
and Development Department. 
 
Linda also discussed with the Committee of the Whole, that in putting this 
draft policy together, a need was discovered for the Town Council to form a  
Planning Advisory Committee which will be brought forward at the next 
Council meeting.  



 

 
    6.2 Letter from Minister’s Lohr and Halman – Coastal Protection, Page 14 – 16 
 

Linda Cloney, CAO discussed with the Committee of the Whole that all the 
Councils, Wardens, and Mayors of Nova Scotia received a letter from 
Honourable John A. Lohr, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, and 
Honourable Timothy Halman, Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change regarding “The Future of our Coastline: Nova Scotia’s plan to 
protect people, homes and nature from climate change”. 
 
In the letter, there is a link to novascotia.ca/coastal plan which shows the 
plan that is in place, what coastal property owners need to do, resources 
available for Nova Scotians, understanding coastal environment, global 
issues, and local climate action. 

 
    6.3 Walk & Wheel Project – Public Meeting Announcement – April 17, 2024, 

Capital Theatre, Pages 17 - 20 
 

Linda Cloney, CAO presented to the Committee of the Whole, a project 
that started in September 2023 through the MPAL program called the 
Walk and Wheel Project. This study, involving various phases, is now in 
the community consultation phase. Therefore, input is required on walk 
and wheel-ability in the Town of Oxford. Everyone who walks and wheels 
around the streets and trails of Oxford is encouraged to come to the 
meeting on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Oxford Capitol Theatre.  
The information gathered at this meeting will be added to the plan to 
increase its accuracy.  

  



 

7. Adjournment 
 

Before the adjournment of the meeting, Deputy Mayor MacDonald made 
the following announcements: 
 
Friday, March 15, 2024 – Connecting Cultures will be hosting a day of 
music and food. Cooking classes started at 2 pm, taste tastings start 
around 6 pm, and then some culture demonstrations and a Pizza Party. 
Everyone was welcome, registrations are required only for the cooking 
classes. Registration to be completed by contacting 
mariana.nardy@halifax.ymca.ca. There was no cost to take part in this 
event, the purpose is to bring the community together and share their 
cultures. Pre-registration was not required for the tastings, culture 
demonstrations, or the pizza party. 

 
On April 3, 2024, the Town of Oxford Road Trails Act Committee and the 
ATVANS will host an Information Session for the Public for their input 
regarding the Town of Oxford becoming an ATV-friendly community. All 
are encouraged to attend. The Information Session is scheduled for 
Wednesday, April 3, 2024, at 6 pm at the Oxford Capitol Theatre. 

 
The public’s input is sought for the Walk-and-Wheelable Oxford Study. 
There is a Public Information Session to be held on Wednesday, April 17, 
2024, at 6 pm located at the Oxford Fire Hall. All are encouraged to 
come out and share their experience walking and wheeling around the 
Town of Oxford and present ideas on how to improve the streets and 
trails for active travel.  

  

mailto:mariana.nardy@halifax.ymca.ca


 

The meeting adjourned at 6:19 PM. 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Deputy Mayor, Arnold MacDonald, Chair 

 
 

_____________________________ 
Stan McDougall, Admin Assistant 

 
 

_____________________________ 
     Date Approved   

 
 
 
   



Public Works Report March 2024 

 

Weekly Water samples. 

Monthly Lagoon samples.  

Weekly water checks.  

Salting and plowing as needed. 

Ditching Seven Lee Way, culverts were plugged. 

Added gravel to shoulder of road on Sunset Ave. 

Repaired salt spreader on Kubota tractor.  

Repaired salt spreader on Truck. 

Plugged culverts around town, needed dug out. 

Lift station checks. 

Cold patch around town.  

Water break patches on Waverly and Water streets. 

New back tires installed on 624 loader.  

NS Power repaired broken power pole on Water Street. 

Weekly garbage runs. 

 

Any questions feel free to reach out, Thanks 

Nick Purdy   

Public Works Supervisor  

902-397-3002   

 

 

 

 



Monthly Jobs/Tasks Worked on List               ___    Administrative Assistant 

 

March 2024 

 
- Water Billing – print off of meter read sheets for Public Works to start meter reads for 

upcoming water bill – reads to start after March 31, 2024. 
- FireHall – Setup of laptop and tablet for the fire department including ordering a sim 

card for adding the tablet to the fire hall portion of the Eastlink Cellular plan. 
- Spring Conference – attending virtual meetings 
- Year End/Month End – working toward month and year-end processes, discussion re: 

water meter reads after March 31, and getting in all bills for this fiscal year-end. 
- Accessibility – worked on summarizing building audits into an Excel spreadsheet for 

further analysis and prioritization for budgets on Potential identified work needing to be 
done. 

- Developed a draft video surveillance policy for the Town of Oxford and a draft video 
surveillance system business plan as part of the Video Surveillance Guidelines from the 
office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner of Nova Scotia. 

- Assisted Neil Winch from Cumberland Locks and Cameras where needed for the 
installation of the video security system. 

- Retrieval of information from archives for the CAO regarding the Town of Oxford well 
field, Oxford Water Tank, financial information for the same, and Black River Road 
pressure concerns re: Salt Brine. 

- Scanning archival information and saving it to the server for the Oxford well field folder 
and the binder for the water storage tank on Little River Road that was found upstairs. 

- Quotes – assisted CAO in calling companies for quotes on heat pumps and furnaces for 
the Capitol Theatre. Also inquired regarding a quote for the heat pump installation and 
decommissioning of the existing heat and cooling unit at the Town Hall. 

- Water Accounts - Assist the Manager of Finance and Clerk in the discovery of a clerical 
error with a few water accounts in the TownSuite system that needed to be billed but 
had been omitted in prior billing periods.   

- Updated Asset Management Policy as per motions passed to adopt a revision/renewal 
of the policy. Uploaded the current version to the website. 

- Update to Boards and Committees 2023-2024 to add an internal committee (Fire 
Department Committee) consisting of Councilors Colborne and Deputy Mayor 
MacDonald. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
March 28, 2024 
 
 
 
Dear Mayors and Wardens: 
 
I am pleased to inform you that a significant milestone has been reached for our province and all 
municipalities. As of today, March 28, the new Service Exchange Agreement has been signed. 
Historic Investment in Municipalities | Government of Nova Scotia News Releases 
 
Under this agreement, which comes into effect on April 1, 2024, the Province will be making a 
historical annual investment of $82 million. This is a $52-million increase from the $30 million in 
funding through the annual Municipal Financial Capacity Grant. 
 
The collaborative spirit and dedication exhibited by both the Province and municipalities over 
nearly two years of discussions have culminated in this agreement. It truly represents a 
comprehensive understanding of the evolving needs and aspirations of Nova Scotians, 
furthering the prosperity of our communities. As we move forward, I encourage you to review the 
details of the Service Exchange Agreement attached.  
 
Thank you for your continued dedication to serving your communities. Together, we will continue 
to make meaningful strides towards growth and well-being for all Nova Scotians. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Honourable John A. Lohr 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 
c: Chief Administrative Officers 
 
Attached: Memorandum of Understanding  

https://news.novascotia.ca/en/2024/03/28/historic-investment-municipalities


















 
 
 
March 28, 2024 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mayors and Wardens: 
 
This has been a tremendously difficult 18 months for Nova Scotia as it relates to extreme 
weather events. We’ve endured generational hurricanes, wildfires and floods that have had a 
devastating impact on our communities and the residents we serve. 
 
Municipalities play a significant and key role in emergency preparedness, response and 
recovery. I want to acknowledge your leadership during these difficult events and thank you for 
your commitment to the response.  We know that climate change is causing more frequent and 
severe weather events, and as governments, we share a responsibility to work in collaboration 
to protect our communities. 
 
Historically, our emergency response has been very effective. But, with the increased intensity 
and frequency of events, we need to increase our capacity and strengthen our overall 
preparedness, response, and recovery.  
 
That is why today, our government tabled legislation that will establish a new provincial 
Department of Emergency Management https://news.novascotia.ca/en/2024/03/28/nova-scotia-
guard-new-department-will-improve-emergency-readiness. 

 
Once established, it is the intention that this new Department will have a mandate to lead, direct 
and support a coordinated, whole-of-government response to emergencies and transition to a 
culture of preparedness across the province.  
 
Within this new Department, we will work to strengthen our collaboration with communities and 
our partners across the province, like municipalities, so we are better prepared for the future.   
 
We are also launching the Nova Scotian Guard, which will be a group of individuals and 
organizations from across the province who will help communities during and after emergencies. 
The Nova Scotia Guard will include volunteers with speciality skills (such as firefighters), as well 
as other members of the public to fill a variety of roles depending on the emergency needs.  
 
Those interested in volunteering to help Nova Scotia be ready in the event of an emergency can 
let the Province know by completing the early registration form at: https://ns.211.ca/early-
registration-for-the-ns-volunteer-portal/. 
 
 
 
 

. . . 2 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.novascotia.ca%2Fen%2F2024%2F03%2F28%2Fnova-scotia-guard-new-department-will-improve-emergency-readiness&data=05%7C02%7CMarilyn.Devlin%40novascotia.ca%7C54889506a20046d637c908dc4f22d98b%7C8eb23313ce754345a56a297a2412b4db%7C0%7C0%7C638472258318915850%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TlhVF%2FynJ1vH5DMfOJY08BVrxN3Ideb2T%2BuzuuVVnMs%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.novascotia.ca%2Fen%2F2024%2F03%2F28%2Fnova-scotia-guard-new-department-will-improve-emergency-readiness&data=05%7C02%7CMarilyn.Devlin%40novascotia.ca%7C54889506a20046d637c908dc4f22d98b%7C8eb23313ce754345a56a297a2412b4db%7C0%7C0%7C638472258318915850%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TlhVF%2FynJ1vH5DMfOJY08BVrxN3Ideb2T%2BuzuuVVnMs%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fns.211.ca%2Fearly-registration-for-the-ns-volunteer-portal%2F&data=05%7C02%7CShannon.Kerr%40novascotia.ca%7C86f6d493322047b0729008dc4d004a1c%7C8eb23313ce754345a56a297a2412b4db%7C0%7C0%7C638469910845648318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zM%2FRwczw0KmuSqJrZKjsVeqXOWSIuR3oLXr94Rrpr84%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fns.211.ca%2Fearly-registration-for-the-ns-volunteer-portal%2F&data=05%7C02%7CShannon.Kerr%40novascotia.ca%7C86f6d493322047b0729008dc4d004a1c%7C8eb23313ce754345a56a297a2412b4db%7C0%7C0%7C638469910845648318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zM%2FRwczw0KmuSqJrZKjsVeqXOWSIuR3oLXr94Rrpr84%3D&reserved=0


 
Mayors and Wardens 
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The legislation introduced today also requires the support of our municipal partners.  In the 
months ahead, we look forward to working with you and speaking with you about regulations 
respecting the relationships between municipalities and regional emergency management 
offices; the provision of fire dispatch services through regional emergency management offices; 
the creation of vulnerable person registries and their implementation, as well as the 
development of a regional emergency alert system and the participation of municipalities in the 
system.  
 
This direction is built on significant engagement with Nova Scotians over the past year and 
focuses on three key areas: communication, coordination and volunteer management. 
 
Combined, these efforts will result in greater preparedness, impact and efficiency before, during 
and after any emergency. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Honourable John A. Lohr  
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing  
 
c:   Municipal Chief Administrative Officers 
 Juanita Spencer, Nova Scotia Federation of Municipalities 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

April 5, 2024 
JOINT NEWS RELEASE 

 
For Immediate Release 
 
Cumberland Public Libraries services restored 
Together with Mayors David Kogon, Murray Scott and Greg Henley, Cumberland Public Libraries 
(CPL) Chair Dale Fawthrop is pleased to announce that an agreement has been reached on the 
provision of additional financial resources for Cumberland Public Libraries, for fiscal year 
2024/25 resulting in the restoration of all previously provided services at all branches of CPL. 
 
The Municipality of Cumberland along with the Towns of Amherst and Oxford have agreed to 
provide one time bridge funding in the amount of $ 67,335 for the 2024/25 fiscal year. The 
Government of Nova Scotia has also contributed $37,700, bringing the total to $105,035. The 
agreement will also see CPL use its internal reserve funds to round out the additional resources 
being accessed. The reserve transfer requirement is currently estimated to be $55,000.   
 
The additional, one-time municipal bridge funding is being provided in accordance with a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the municipalities and CPL that details the 
contributions and commits CPL to restoring the recently announced reduction in library services 
at a number of branches. As well, the parties have committed to a review of finances, 
operations and services at CPL, with recommendations for improvements in sustainability due 
by September 30, 2024. 
 
All parties to the agreement are pleased to have been able to work collaboratively to provide 
this bridge funding as well as a process which is intended to provide a path to long term, 
sustainable and affordable core library services in the region. The parties also wish to 
acknowledge and thank the Province of Nova Scotia for their contribution of bridge funding.   
 

-30- 
 
 
For more information, contact: 
Amherst Mayor David Kogon: dkogon@amherst.ca 
Municipality of Cumberland Mayor Murray Scott: mscott@cumberlandcounty.ns.ca 
Oxford Mayor Greg Henley: ghenley@oxfordns.ca 
Cumberland Public Libraries Board Chair Dale Fawthrop: dfawthrop@amherst.ca  

mailto:dkogon@amherst.ca
mailto:mscott@cumberlandcounty.ns.ca
mailto:ghenley@oxfordns.ca
mailto:dfawthrop@amherst.ca
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