
 TOWN OF OXFORD 
 Town Council Meeting 

Conducted through Zoom and Live to FaceBook 
Monday, January 24, 2022 
6 PM 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2.  Approval of Agenda 
 
3. Approval of Previous Minutes 
 3.1  Town Council Minutes – December 20, 2021 
  
4. New Business 

4.1 Swearing-In Ceremony: Oxford Fire Department – Deputy Fire Chief 
4.2      2021/2022 Boards and Committees – update Website Committee 

membership 
 
5. Reports 
 5.1 Public Works Report 
 5.2 Fire Department Report 
 5.3 Finance Report 
  
6. Committee Updates 
 6.1 Occupational Health and Safety Committee - Linda 
 6.2 Accessibility Committee – Chairperson Councillor MacDonald 
 6.3 Arena Committee – Councillor Colborne, Jones, and MacDonald 
 6.4 Audit Committee – Chairperson Councillor Black 

6.5 Community Economic Development Committee – Chairperson 
Councillor MacDonald 

 6.6 Fire Department Committee – Councillors MacDonald and Colborne 
 6.7 Procurement Committee – Chairperson Councillor Jones 

6.8 Public Works Committee – Mayor Henley, Councillors Black and 
Jones 



 6.9 Recreation Commission Committee – Councillor McNutt 
6.10 Town Buildings Committee – Mayor Henley, Deputy Mayor Adshade, 

Councillors Colborne and Jones. 
6.11    Town Services Committee – Chairperson Councillor Jones 
6.12 Redevelopment Website Committee – Mayor Henley and Deputy 

Mayor Adshade 
 
7. Correspondence 

7.1  Equity & Anti-Racism Legislation – Invitation for Nova Scotians to give 
their feedback 

  
8. Adjournment 
 - note that there is a Special Council Meeting scheduled for January 27 for 

second reading of the Solid Waste Bylaw #02-02 at 6 pm. 



 

                       
 
 

    Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
 
 
 

Place:  Conducted through Zoom and streamed live to Facebook 
Date:  Monday, December 20, 2021 
Presiding Officer:  Mayor Gregory Henley 
Councilors present:  Deputy Mayor: Wade Adshade and Councillors: Carla Black, Brenton 

Colborne, Paul Jones, Arnold MacDonald, and Chrystal McNutt 
Regrets: nil 
 
A quorum was present throughout the meeting. 
 
Staff in attendance: Town Clerk – Linda Cloney (recording secretary)  
Media in attendance: Mark Rushton – Six Rivers News 
 
1. Call to order 

Mayor Henley called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  
 

2. Approval of Agenda   
Add Solid Waste Bylaw #02-02 under New Business 4.9 
 
It was moved and seconded that the agenda of the Regular Town Council Meeting for 
December 20, 2021, be approved, as amended. 
Motion Carried 

 
3. Approval of Previous Minutes 

It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting for November 15, 
2021, be approved, as presented. 
Motion Carried 

 
4. New Business 
 
4.1 Vaccination Policy 

Staff presented to Council a typing error in the previously approved Vaccination Policy. Staff 
requested that Council amend the policy to fix the typing error in number 5 under the Policy 
Statement of the spelling of the word filled.  
 
It was moved and seconded to amend the COVID 19 Vaccination Policy of the typing error 
as presented. 
Motion Carried 



 

 
4.2 Retirement of Police Advisory Board Chair and Police Advisory Board Public Appointees 

Byron MacDonnell has sent in his letter of resignation from the Police Advisory Board. Mr. 
MacDonnell has served on this board since its inception. Council extends their many thanks 
for his years of service to this Board. 
 
Three volunteers have put their name forward to sit on the Police Advisory Board. Myra 
Thiemann and Mike Masters that are both residents of the Town of Oxford and just outside 
of the Town boundaries Shannon Black had put her name forward. This board has two 
seats available.  

 
It was moved and seconded that Council appoints Myra Thiemann and Mike Masters as 
public appointees for the Oxford Police Advisory Board. 
Motion Carried 
 
Council thanks everyone for stepping up and putting their name forward. 

 
4.3 Accessibility Advisory Committee Public Appointees 

Josephine MacDonald, Tracy Briggs, Mandy Blake, Brenda MacDonald, Margaret Hodgins, 
and Meagan Marchant have put their names forward to volunteer as board members on 
the Accessibility Advisory Committee for the Town of Oxford. 
 
It was moved and seconded that Council appoints Josephine MacDonald, Tracy Briggs, 
Mandy Blake, Brenda MacDonald, Margaret Hodgins, and Meagan Marchant as public 
appointees for the Accessibility Advisory Committee. 
Motion Carried 
 
Council thanks everyone for stepping up and putting their name forward. 

 
4.4 Town of Oxford Accessibility Advisory Committee – Terms of Reference 

At the Committee of the Whole meeting, December 6, 2021, there was a motion to 
recommend that Council adopt the Town of Oxford Accessibility Advisory Committee’s 
Terms of Reference as presented. 
 
It was moved and seconded that Council adopts the Town of Oxford Accessibility Advisory 
Committee’s Terms of Reference as presented. 
Motion Carried 

 
4.5 2021/2022 Boards and Committees 

Staff presented to Council an updated draft list of the 2021/2022 Boards and Committees. 
 
It was moved and seconded to adopt the 2021/2022 Boards and Committees as 
presented. 
Motion Carried 



 

 
4.6 2021 Election of Deputy Mayor 

Mayor Henley opened the floor to members of Council for nomination. 
Councillor Wade Adshade was nominated. 
 
It was moved and seconded to appoint Councillor Wade Adshade as Deputy Mayor by 
acclamation. 
Motion Carried 
 
Definition – Election by acclamation is allowed when only one person is nominated. 

 
4.7 Black River substance update 

Mayor Henley was contacted by the Department of Environment, and they confirmed that 
the test samples taken have been inconclusive as to what the foreign matter in the river 
was. It was confirmed that it was nonhazardous. Department of Environment have been 
unable to pinpoint the origin of the substance. The Town of Oxford or those concerned 
should contact the Department of Environment if this happens in the future. 

 
4.8 2020-21 Audited Financial Statements – recommendation from Audit Committee 

At the December 7, 2021, Audit Committee meeting, the committee formalized a 
recommendation to Council to approve the 2020-21 Audited Consolidated and Non-
Consolidated Financial Statements presented by Baker Tilly Nova Scotia. 
 
It was moved and seconded to approve the 2020-21 Audited Consolidated and Non-
Consolidated Financial Statements as presented. 
Motion Carried 
 
Mayor Henley commented that there was good news from the audit process this year. The 
Town of Oxford started the fiscal year with a deficit of $191,000 and finished the year with 
a surplus of $15,000. This was a result of a lot of hard work and dedication by a lot of 
people and a few sacrifices made. 

 
4.9 Solid Waste Bylaw #02-02 Amendment – First Reading 

Staff presented to Council that the Solid Waste Bylaw #02-02 is recommended to be 
amended by Council as a result from the Landfill Sale. The amendment to the Bylaw is 
required for the sale of the Landfill to be finalized. 
 

Town of Oxford 

By-Law to Amend the Solid Waste By-Law, #02-02 

1. This is a By-Law to amend the Town of Oxford By-Law #02-02, as amended by Council and 
effective on September 8, 2021. 



 

2. The Town of Oxford Solid Waste By-Law is hereby amended by adding the following Sections 
22 and 23 under the heading "Prohibitions" and renumbering the subsequent paragraphs: 

Prohibitions 

22.  No person shall export or remove solid waste material generated within the 
Town of Oxford outside the boundaries of Cumberland County and all such 
solid waste shall be disposed of within the boundaries of Cumberland 
County in accordance with this By-Law, except when and as authorized by 
a Resolution of Council. 

23. For the purpose of Section 22, solid waste means solid waste materials, 
including but not limited to, residual waste, industrial, commercial and 
institutional waste, construction and demolition waste, mixed waste, and 
organic materials, but does not include recyclable materials from industrial, 
commercial and institutional sector premises, pathogenic or biomedical 
waste, or hazardous waste, materials. 

3. This By-Law comes into force upon publication. 
 
It was moved and seconded that Town Council gives first reading to the proposed bylaw to 
amend the Solid Waste Bylaw #02-02. 
Motion Carried 

 
5. Reports 
 
5.1 Public Works Report 

Council had a brief discussion regarding the actuator. As staff brought it to the attention of 
Council that there would need to be an upgrade on this as the Town is exceeding its 
capacity now. Deputy Mayor Adshade suggested to investigate into the costs of even a 
larger upgrade for consideration during the water budget process. 
 
Council expressed sincere thanks to Public Works for decorating downtown. It is 
exceptional this year. 

 
5.2 Fire Department Report  

Following the review of the Fire Department report. Council recognized a few dedicated 
fire fighter members of the OVFD. Dean Emmerson was recognized as an active member of 
the Oxford Volunteer Fire Department for 60 years. Allan Rushton was recognized as an 
active member of the Oxford Volunteer Fire Department for 45 years. Dave Weagle was 
recognized as an active member of the Oxford Volunteer Fire Department of 15 years. 
Nicholas Lawless was recognized as Firefighter of the year and Leonard Allen was 
recognized as Rookie Firefighter of the year. Congratulations and thank you to everyone 
who serves and has served as a member of the Oxford Volunteer Fire Department. 

 



 

5.3 Cumberland Business Connector Report 
Staff presented the report and noted that this report will be presented at the next 
Community Economic Development meeting to discuss this report in depth. It was noted 
that we need two more volunteers of the public to sit on the Community Economic 
Development Committee. 

 
5.4 Library Report 

The library sign is up and the drop box for books/DVDs has been installed. Also, the Oxford 
Library is offering rapid test kits to the interested public. 

 
It was moved and seconded to accept all the reports as presented. 
Motion Carried 

 
6. Committee Updates 
 
6.1 Occupational Health and Safety Committee – Clerk Cloney 

Health and Safety Committee met last week, and health and safety courses have been 
brought forward to be organized for staff. WHMIS is currently getting updated for all 
employees. The next courses to be organized is Confined Spaces and Emergency First Aid. 

 
6.2 Arena Committee – Councillor Colborne 

Councillor Colborne reported that the arena roof has been repaired. The ceiling tape 
project is scheduled to be finished today. 

 
6.3 Audit Committee – Councillor Black 

Councillor Black reported that there is a meeting scheduled for January and the committee 
will be working on 2021-22 financials and 2022-23 budget. 

 
6.6 Public Works Committee – Mayor Henley, Councillors Black and Jones 

Mayor Henley reported that the committee has been looking for more efficiencies in the 
Public Works department with the spending.  

 
6.7 Recreation Commission Committee – Councillor McNutt 

Councillor McNutt reported that Baseball Nova Scotia held their annual banquet virtually 
this year, this was hosted by Jayson Baxter from CTV news and was done very well. Oxford 
Minor Baseball was awarded Association of the year award. The parade was held recently 
there were 21 participants and a great community turn out. The Best Decorated House 
Contest was recently held last week. There were 22 houses that participated in the contest.  

 
6.8 Town Services Committee – Chairperson Councillor Jones 

Mayor Henley reminded the public that if the public has any town services requests or 
complaints to use the Customer Service Request forms located on the 
www.town.oxford.ns.ca website. Mayor Henley also reminded the public that overnight 
winter parking is banned for the winter months.  

http://www.town.oxford.ns.ca/


 

 
6.9 Redevelopment Website Committee – Mayor Henley and Deputy Mayor Adshade 

Deputy Mayor Adshade reported that the committee is investigating the possibility of 
Council meetings being moved to a YouTube Channel. April 4th, 2022 is a target date set for 
the new website launch date. 

 
It was moved and seconded to accept the Committee reports as verbally presented. 
Motion Carried 
 
7. Correspondence 
 
7.1 Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board – 2022 Municipal Boundary Review – Bruce Kiley, 

Chief Clerk of the Board 
The MGA requires Council of every Town and Municipality to apply to Nova Scotia Utility 
and Review Board in 2022 to confirm or to alter the number of boundaries of polling 
districts and the number of Councillors. All Councils must conduct a study into the number 
of Councillors into the reasonableness and fairness of the number and boundaries of 
polling districts before making the application to the board. 

 
8. Adjournment 

Mayor and Council extended wishes of a very merry and safe Christmas to all and a Happy 
New Year. 
 
Staff reminded the public and Council that the next Committee of the Whole meeting will be 
held on Monday, January 10 and the next Regular Council Meeting will be held on Monday, 
January 24, 2022.  
 
At 6:37 pm, it was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion Carried 

 
 
 
__________________________________  ________________________________ 
Gregory Henley, Mayor    Linda Cloney, Recording Secretary 
 



Oath of Allegiance and of Office 

 

I, Kyle Purdy, swear (or solemnly affirm) that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her Heirs and successors according to law. 

 

And that I am duly qualified as required by law for the office of FIREWARD, DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF 
of the Town of Oxford. 

 

And that I will truly, faithfully and impartially execute the duties of the office to which I have 
been elected to the best of my knowledge and ability; 

 

And that I have not received and will not receive any payment or reward or promise thereof for 
the exercise of any partiality or other undue execution of the duties of my office. 

 

Sworn (or affirmed) at OXFORD   ___________________________________ 

in the County of CUMBERLAND   Kyle Purdy 

this 24th day of January 2022, 

before me: 

 

_______________________________ 

Gregory Henley 
Mayor, Town of Oxford 



Approved December 20, 2021

Boards

All Saints Community Health Care Foundation Councillor Black
Cumberland Joint Services Management Authority - (CJSMA) Deputy Mayor Adshade
Cumberland Regional Library Board Councillor Black
Lillian Albion Animal Shelter There is currently no space for Oxford at this time, the board is full. (2021)
Municipal Alcohol Program Board (MAP) Councillor Black
Police Advisory Board Deputy Mayor Adshade, Councillor Colborne, Myra Thiemann (public appointee), Mike Masters (public appointee), Thomas Shears - DOJ Representative

Committees - Internal

Accessibility Committee Councillor MacDonald (Chair), Josephine MacDonald (Vice Chair), Tracy Briggs, Mandy Blake, Brenda MacDonald, Margaret Hodgins and Meagan Marchant
Arena Committee Councillor Colborne, Councillor MacDonald, Councillor Jones and public members - Jennifer Kouwenberg  and 1 vacant position 

Arena Fundraising Committee
Chairperson Councillor Colborne, Councillor Jones, Councillor McNutt, Recreation Director (vacant) and Community Members: Bev Clark, Tracy Black, Greg Wood, 
Alfie King, Eleanor Crowley, Joe Reade, Tom Reid, Tracy Sweet, Dave Clark and Jennifer Kouwenberg

Audit Committee Councillor Jones, Councillor Black (Chair), Councillor McNutt, Tracy Black, and Dave Clark
Community Economic Development Committee Councillor MacDonald, Councillor Jones and Public Members (2 vacant)
Fire Department Committee Councillor MacDonald and Councillor Colborne
Personnel Committee Mayor Henley (Chair), Councillor Black and Councillor Jones
Procurement Committee Mayor Henley, Councillor Jones (Chair) and Councillor Black
Public Works Committee Mayor Henley, Councillor Black, and Chair Person Councillor Jones
Recreation Commission Councillor McNutt (Chair), Deputy Mayor Adshade, Haylen Bezubiak, Sarah Henley, Kristen Thompson and Kody Wood
Town Buildings Committee Mayor Henley, Deputy Mayor Adshade, Councilor Colborne, Councilor Jones
Town Services Committee Councilor MacDonald, Councilor Colborne, Councilor Jones and Mayor Henley (spare)
Website Committee Mayor Henley, Deputy Mayor Adshade and Mark Rushton (public appointee)

Committees - External

Cumberland Forestry Advisory Committee Deputy Mayor Adshade
Cumberland Region Tourism Marketing Committee Councillor MacDonald
Team Cumberland Committee Councillor MacDonald
Joint Poverty Reduction Advisory Committee Councillor Black
Northern Region Solid Waste Management Committee Councillor McNutt
Physician Recruitment Committee Mayor Henley
Regional Emergency Measures Organization Advisory Committee - (REMO) Councillor Colborne
Tourism Advisory Committee Councillor MacDonald
Victorian Order of Nurses (VON) Mayor Henley and Councillor Colborne

2021 / 2022 Boards and Committees



December 2021 Public Works Report 
 
Water breaks  
James St by the Town Hall 
6685 Little River Rd 
We had 21 water breaks for 2021 
 
Decorated the Town for Christmas & the Parade  
 
Put up sign & mailbox for the library  
 
Mounted the TV at the Town Hall 
 
Repaired a sewer at 58 Ellis St & 370 Foundry St 
 
On December 8, OFF plugged the main sewer line on Main St. McCormicks was 
called in with the Vac truck. OFF are working on a solution to prevent this from 
happening. 
 
Cut bushes around town that interferes with snow removal  
 
Met with Dillon to go over the Directives being prepared by them 
 
Salted when necessary  
 
Regular duties 
 
 
 
Regards  
Wes Adshade 
 



Fire report for December  
 
We had 9 calls in the month of December 
 
6 mutual aid calls to assist our neighboring departments 
1 residential fire alarm 
1 structure fire 
1grass/brush fire 
 
Of these calls 7 were in the county and 2 were in the town 
 
We finished off 2021 with a total of 70 calls  
 
DCI was in and provided training on electric vehicles 
 
Clean Hero's report came back and 5 sets of gear need to be sent out for repairs  
 
The Department received our 3 new breathing apparatus which was made possible by the 
emergency service provider fund  
 
We completed the extensive fire review that was ordered by the county 
 
Connors was in and serviced the SCBA fill station and compressor  
 
Cell phones in the trucks have not been working the department would like to have tablets 
put in 2 trucks to help with mapping documentation and communications while attending 
calls  
 
We are also having an issue with the phones at the hall only one phone is ringing so if your 
not on the apparatus floor you miss calls  
 
That is the report for December if you have any questions or concerns feel free to contact 
me. 
 
Thanks 
 
 

















Good morning AMANS Members, 

Nova Scotians are invited to give their feedback on proposed equity and anti-racism legislation 
being developed by an all-party committee. The attached presentation provides details on what 
may be proposed in the legislation. The presentation indicates that the legislation could require 
municipalities to develop and implement plans to address systemic inequity and racism. 

Engagement is taking place throughout January and February through focus groups with 
community organizations, open virtual sessions, and an online forum and survey. The bill will be 
introduced in the spring session of the legislature. 

Open virtual engagement sessions will be held on January 22 and January 27 from 1 to 2:30 pm. 
More sessions will be added in February. Nova Scotians can learn more about the proposed 
legislation and give feedback by taking a survey or submitting a comment at 
https://www.oeaengagement.ca/equity-and-anti-racism-legislation  

To register for an engagement session or to give input via email or phone, contact 
correspondenceoea@novascotia.ca or 902-471-4351. 

Kind Regards, 
 

David 
 

David Atchison │ Senior Policy Analyst  
Association of Municipal Administrators, Nova Scotia │1304-1809 Barrington Street, Halifax NS, B3J 3K8 
Phone 1 (902) 225-2288 │ Email datchison@amans.ca  Web www.amans.ca www.nsmunicipalwellness.ca  
 

https://www.oeaengagement.ca/equity-and-anti-racism-legislation
mailto:correspondenceoea@novascotia.ca
mailto:datchison@amans.ca
http://www.amans.ca/
http://www.nsmunicipalwellness.ca/
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