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Message From Chair

 Councillor Dale Fawthrop (Chair)
Council representative for the Town of

Amherst



Ms. Amanda-Leigh MacLeod (Treasurer)
Citizen representative of the Province of

Nova Scotia appointed by Executive
Council Office



Ms. Stephanie Keilhack 

Community Board Member

Councillor Fred Gould 
Council representative for the

Municipality of Cumberland County



Councillor Carla Black
Council representative for the Town of

Oxford



Vacant (since October 2020)
Citizen representative of the Province of

Nova Scotia appointed by Executive
Council Office




This past year was another unprecedented year for the
Cumberland Public Libraries and the world in general.  One
thing that held strong through it all was the library’s
commitment to serve our communities and staff’s hard
work to respond to meet the needs of its patrons.

The services the Library offers are more important than
they have ever been. Through these challenging times,
access to library services have increasingly become a
priority as a way to engage and support the physical and
mental wellbeing of our communities.

On behalf of the Cumberland Regional Library Board, I want
to share my deep gratitude to Library staff who have
worked so hard and come up with innovative and creative
ways to help the public, even when the doors to the library
had to remain closed.

And I am very pleased to share with you a snapshot of some
of these moments through this report.

Councillor Dale Fawthrop 
Chair, Cumberland Regional

Library Board



2

This past year continued to be challenging in terms of dealing with the
pandemic. There were times libraries were mandated to close by
public health, and there were many restrictions around the amount of
people that could be in the branches and the programming libraries
could offer. With all that being said, the staff of the Cumberland Public
Libraries worked hard to find ways to serve the public in the midst of
the turmoil. 

In addition to providing library service, CPL also distributed thousands
of COVID Rapid Antigen Tests, reusable face masks, and bottles of
hand sanitizer for the Province of Nova Scotia. We worked with the
Department of Health to aid in the collection of pulse oximeters for
those who had recovered from COVID. And assisted hundreds of
people to get their vaccination cards. We did all of this at no additional
fee. 

We have a number of things to look forward to in 2022-2023, including
the new Same Page NS library system and the implementation of our
new Accessibility Plan.
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Chief Librarian's Message

Denise Corey
Chief Librarian, CPL



Our Team
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Headquarters and Amherst Branch Staff:
Chief Librarian Denise Corey
Deputy Chief Librarian Chantelle Taylor
Systems Manager Steve Weatherbee
Office Manager Kristy Brown, Tracy Ott
Library Assistant Adam Davies
Youth Services Coordinator Julie Allison-Savage
Interlibrary Loans Coordinator Vanessa Sawatzky
Children and Adults Reading Together (CART) Coordinator Sammy Downey
Library Community Engagement Intern Charlotte Gallivan 
Library Clerk Lisa Strathearn
Library Clerk (Part-Time) Madeleine Hansen
Computer Trainer Greg Belliveau-Perry
Borrow by Mail Clerk Dianna Lawless
Library Page Holly McArthur
Branch Delivery Driver Glen Weatherbee, Aaron Doy
Summer Student Holly McArthur
Summer Student Lauren Furlong

Branch Staff:
Advocate - Leslie Allen
Oxford - Megan McNutt 
Parrsboro - Amber Allard and Cindy Walker
Pugwash - Mary Hartling and Archan Knotz
River Hebert - Rosemary Ulch
Springhill - Cathy Canning and HenriEtta Stevens

“Thanks a heap for providing
good service during these
challenging and interesting

times” 
- V.R.
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“I really have no words to thank you
personally for all you do for me –

above and beyond; you’re the BEST”
- Borrow By Mail patron 
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Year in Review
Grab N' Go and Borrow By Mail

Services Expanded:

Welcoming You Back:

To ensure patrons could access library
materials during the pandemic, we expanded
our Borrow By Mail service - allowing any
resident of Cumberland County to utilize the
service.

While our libraries were closed, we also
offered a Grab N' Go contactless pick up
service. This allowed patrons to continue
enjoying library materials while CPL was
closed to the public.

After closing our doors at the
end of April, we reopened to
the public on June 16th.

We were so excited to see you
all! 
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152 
Virtual Programs 

“So many activities to try - the
kids are going to have so much

fun with these! Thank you!”
- S.H.
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The 'New Normal':

Children and Adults Reading
Together (CART),
Tongue Twister Tuesday,
Once Upon A Time,
Fold It Friday,
Virtual Storytime,
Twisted Stitchers,
and more!

Our in-person programming was put on
hold for a time to ensure the safety of
patrons and staff. 

You welcomed us into your homes
through the computer screen and our
Take and Make kits - ensuring
community connections were not lost
during these challenging times.

Programs offered included:
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360 SRC
participants 

from ages 3 to 103!
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Out With the Old and in
With the New...

Summer Reading Club 2021:

Game On! Summer Reading Club 2021
was significantly impacted by the
Covid-19 pandemic. To ensure everyone
had a fun and healthy time, our
programming was predominantly
virtual.  As restrictions eased, outdoor
in-person programming was possible.

Throughout the summer we held a total
of 49 programs, had 360 people register
for our Summer Reading Clubs, and
received 1,158 SRC ballots.

We have two new branches! Our
new Oxford branch, located in the
old Oxford Journal building, opened
July 2nd. 

Our new River Hebert library,
located in the new River Hebert and
Joggins Community Center, opened
February 16th. This facility is fully
accessible - a significant
improvement to the previous
branch.
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'Do you have any rapid tests?'

As times have changed, our services
have been altered to better meet
community needs. This included
providing Cumberland County with
free hand sanitizer, masks, and rapid
testing kits.

We have also helped make
vaccination appointments, print and
laminate Proof of Vaccination cards,
and apply for cross-border travel.

My Two Favourite
Librarians Milestone:

This year our radio show, My Two
Favourite Librarians, aired its 200th
episode. 

To celebrate, we held a 200th
episode giveaway where listeners
commented their favourite M2FL 
 episode topic for the chance to win
a $100 Copper Tree gift card.
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“For many, especially me, the
library has been a 'life saver'.
Well done to all Staff. Thank

you.”
- M.T.
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Community Connections:
Libraries are a gateway for
community connections and we
wouldn't have it any other way. 

Community partnerships allow us to
provide exciting services and
programs to all Cumberland County
residents. 

Check out some of the amazing
ways the library connects
Cumberland County below. 
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8,698
Active Registered 

Members

89,442
Library Visits*

*46,374 virtual visits 
43,068 in-person visits

7,827
Information

Questions

102,349
Items Borrowed

46%
Increase

Over
2020/2021!

4,569
Hours of Computer

Sessions

686
New

Users!

34,768
Hours of Wireless

Internet Use

Numbers To Know
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Budget

Province of Nova Scotia
Cumberland County
Amherst 
Oxford

$775,400
$139,240
$87,299
$9,600

Province of Nova Scotia
76.7%

Cumberland County
13.8%

Amherst
8.6%

Oxford
0.9%

Sources of Funding

Sub Total =  $1,011,539
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Furniture and Computers
Programming
Staff Development, 
Insurance, 
Vehicle Operation, 
Phone and Fax, and 
Advertising

*Other includes:

Salaries & Benefits
76%

Supplies
1%

Books & Library Materials
8%

Office Rent
3%

Other*
4%Furniture & Computers

4%

Service Contracts
2% Automation

2%

Expenditures
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We Wish to Thank the Following Businesses, Organizations, and
Individuals Who Made Donations to the Library During the Past Year:



Amherst Lions Club

Sally Austin
David Christie

Elizabeth Clinton
Irene Coombes

Copper Tree Boutique
Dr. & Mrs. H.E. Christie Community Foundation

Tim Iler
Wendy Iler

Celeste LeBlanc
Lord Amherst Chapter IODE

Sara Mattinson
Rotary Club of Amherst

Tantramar Chapter IODE
Glen Weatherbee

Carolyn Wells




































