
 TOWN OF OXFORD 
 Town Council Meeting 

Conduct through Zoom – Live to FaceBook 
Monday, May 17, 2021 
6 PM 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2.  Approval of Agenda 
 
3. Approval of Previous Minutes 
 3.1  Town Council Minutes – April 19, 2021 
 3.2 Special Town Council Minutes – March 22, 2021 
 
4. New Business 
 4.1 Finance Report – reflecting the Year End unaudited financials. 

4.2 2021/2022 General Operating and Capital Budgets 
 4.3 Water Utility Committee 
 4.4 Cumberland Region Community Economic Development Strategy 
 4.5 May as Lyme Disease Awareness Month - Proclamation 
 4.6 May 30th – June 5th - Access Awareness Week - Proclamation 
 4.7 June 15th, 2021 - World Elder Abuse Awareness Day - Proclamation 
 
5. Reports 
 5.1 Public Works Report – includes update on Transfer Site clean up 

project. 
 5.2 Finance Report – mentioned under New Business. 
 5.3 Fire Department Report 
  
6. Committee Updates 
 6.1 Accessibility Committee – Chairperson Councillor MacDonald 
 6.2 Arena Committee – Councillor Colborne, Jones and MacDonald 
 6.3 Audit Committee – Chairperson Councillor Black 



 6.4 Community Economic Development Committee – Chairperson 
Councillor MacDonald 

 6.5 Fire Department Committee – Councillors MacDonald & Colborne 
 6.6 Procurement Committee – Chairperson Councillor Jones 

 6.7 Public Works Committee – Mayor Henley, Councillors Black and 
Jones 

 6.8 Recreation Commission Committee – Councillor McNutt 
 6.9 Town Buildings Committee – Mayor Henley, Deputy Mayor Adshade, 
Councillors Colborne and Jones. 

 
7. Correspondence 
  
8. Adjournment 



 

                       
 
 

    Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
 
 
 

Place:  Conducted in Council Chambers through Zoom and live to Facebook 
Date:  Monday April 19, 2021 
Presiding Officer:  Mayor Gregory Henley 
Councilors present:  Deputy Mayor Wade Adshade, Carla Black, Brenton Colborne, Paul 

Jones, Arnold MacDonald, and Chrystal McNutt 
Regrets: Nil 
 
A quorum was present throughout the meeting. 
 
Staff in attendance: Town Clerk – Linda Cloney (recording secretary) 
Presenter in attendance: Robert Mannette – I.T. Solutions 
 
1. Call to order 
 

Mayor Henley called the meeting to order at 6 pm. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda   
 

It was moved and seconded that the agenda of the Regular Town Council Meeting for April 
19, 2021 be approved, as presented. 
Motion Carried 

 
3. Approval of Previous Minutes 

 
It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting for March 15, 
2021, Special Town Council Minutes for April 6, 2021 and Special Town Council Minutes for 
April 12, 2021 be approved, as presented. 
Motion Carried 

 
4. Presentation: Robert Mannette, I.T Solutions 

 
Mr. Mannette gave a detailed presentation of a few video conference options for the Council 
Chambers. Council thanked Mr. Mannette for his presentation and staff will follow up with 
him regarding Council’s direction. 
Following this presentation, Mr. Mannette exited the zoom meeting. 



 

 
 
5. New Business 
 

5.1 Joint CED Strategy - decision 
 
Staff presented to Council the Cumberland Region Community Economic Development 
Strategy. Before Council adopts this strategy, they would like to know the costs that are 
involved for the Town of Oxford. Staff will research this and follow up with Council. 
 
5.2 Committees & Boards - revisions 
 
Revisions made to the 2020 / 2021 Boards and Committees, that was approved on April 12, 
2021. 
 
 - Physician Recruitment Committee – Mayor Henley – this committee meets on April 20 

and they will discuss if a Councillor may join this committee as well. 
 - Town Buildings Committee – Mayor Henley, Deputy Mayor Adshade, Councillor 

Colborne and Councillor Jones 
 - Procurement Committee – Mayor Henley, Councillor Jones and Councillor Black 
 - Accessibility Committee – Councillor MacDonald and public appointee Josephine 

MacDonald 
 - Arena Fundraising Committee – Chairperson Councillor Colborne, Councill Jones, 

Councillor McNutt, Recreation Director (vacant) and Community Members: Bev Clark, 
Tracy Black, Greg Wood, Alfie King, Eleanor Crowley, Joe Reade, Tom Reid, Tracy Sweet, 
Dave Clark and Jennifer Kouwenberg. 

 - Arena Committee – Councillor Colborne, Councillor MacDonald, Councillor Jones and 
Community Members: Jennifer Kouwenberg and 1 vacant position 

 - Joint Poverty Reduction Advisory Committee – Councillor Black 
 
It was moved and seconded that the Council accepts the 2020 / 2021 Boards & Committees, 
as amended.   
Motion Carried 
 
5.3 Fall 2019 Debenture - discussion 
 
Mayor Henley gave an update to Council regarding the 2019 Fall Debenture. There was a 
debenture issued for the installation of the Building Automation for the Oxford Arena before 
it was completed. Municipal Finance Corporation was notified of this early 2019. Municipal 
Finance Corporation advised Council that all projects that require debentures must be 
completed first.  
 



 

 
 
5.4 Council’s position on Bill 47 – discussion 
 
Council expressed a financial concern regarding Bill 47. As the Town of Oxford is undergoing 
a financial overview, they have prioritized to build back up the town reserves. Council agreed 
that the Town of Oxford cannot afford to, at this time, provide financial assistance to Oxford 
businesses regarding accessibility upgrades. Bill 47 would be a financial burden to the town. 
 
It was moved and seconded that the Oxford Town Council do not support Bill 47. 
Motion Carried 
 
The Mayor will send a letter to the Province regarding Council’s decision. 
 
6. Reports 
 
The Public Works monthly report was not part of the original Council package. The report 
was verbally presented to Council and filed with the Council package. 
 
Council directed Public Works to tidy up the garbage around the transfer site.  
 
Councillor Colborne added to the Fire Report – Councillor MacDonald and Councillor 
Colborne met with the Fire Department to discuss desires and needs for the department. 
The Fire Department’s current needs are air packs, fire uniforms, and bunker gear. The Fire 
Department recently had trouble with the new fire hydrants that were installed on Duke 
Street. The hoses would not fit properly, this had to do with the Nova Scotia adapters. This 
issue is being investigated.  
 
Deputy Mayor Adshade gave a verbal report summarizing the last Police Advisory Board 
meeting. There was a discussion regarding the process to reduce the speed limits to the side 
streets in Oxford. The Police Advisory Board is working on this initiative. Also, the Police 
Advisory Board requested Council’s input on performance priorities they would like to see 
from the local RCMP for Oxford. The information collected will be included on the Annual 
Performance Plan.  
 
During the review of the Library Report, it was noted that there is currently an online auction 
to raise funds for the Oxford Library. 
 
Councillor McNutt presented to Council the Recreation Commission Report. The Recreation 
Commission recently added another member (Haylen Bezubiak). Kody Wood will be the 
liaison for the ballfield. Haylen Bezubiak will be the liaison for the soccer field. Currently the 
Recreation Commission is looking for a volunteer (who is available through the day) to be 
the liaison for senior activities. The Recreation Commission is looking to create a Youth 
Recreation Committee, if anyone is interested, contact Councillor McNutt. All arena 



 

bookings are to be done through the Town Office. The Commission is currently posting a 
social media blitz regarding Earth Day and it is well received.  
 
There was a general discussion regarding the tape that needs to be applied to the ceiling of 
the arena. The service provider will be available to start this in June 2021. The materials have 
already been paid for.  
 
It was moved and seconded to accept the reports as submitted. 
Motion Carried 

 
7. Correspondence 
 

7.1 Exhibition Committee Letter – Out of Season Arena Usage - DEFERRED 
 

The Exhibition Committee would like the opportunity to do this as a presentation, this 
item of discussion will be deferred to the May 3, 2021 Committee of the Whole 
Meeting. 

 
8. Adjournment 

 
In closing remarks, Mayor Henley and Council would like to encourage everyone to celebrate 
Earth Day by grabbing a garbage bag to help clean up Oxford. Thank you to those individuals 
and organizations that have already started this initiative. It is greatly appreciated. 
 
At 6:50 pm, it was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion Carried 
 

 
 
__________________________________  ________________________________ 
Gregory Henley, Mayor    Linda Cloney, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Minutes of the Special Town Council Meeting  
 
 
 

Place:  Conducted through Zoom 
Date: Monday, March 22, 2021 
Presiding Officer:  Mayor Gregory Henley 
Councilors Present:  Deputy Mayor Wade Adshade, Carla Black, Brenton Colborne, Paul 

Jones, Arnold MacDonald, and Chrystal McNutt 
Regrets:  Nil 
 
A quorum was present throughout the meeting. 
 
Staff in attendance: Acting Town Clerk Linda Cloney (recording secretary) 
 
1. Call to Order  

  
Mayor Henley called the meeting to order at 5:56 pm. 

 
2. Approval of Agenda 
 

It was moved and seconded that the agenda of the Special Town Council Meeting for March 
22, 2021 be approved, as presented. 
Motion Carried 

 
3. In-Camera – acquisition, sale, lease, and security of municipal property 
 

At 5:58 pm, it was moved and seconded to go in-camera to discuss sale of municipal 
property. 
Motion Carried 
 
At 6:22 pm, it was moved and seconded to come out of in-camera and resume the Special 
Council Meeting. 
Motion Carried 
 
Council directed staff to start the process for surplus land sales through a public process for 
anyone who is interested in purchasing the land in question. The interested parties would go 
through a sealed bid process. An agreement of sale would come back to Council for a formal 
motion to sell the land. 



 

It was moved and seconded that Town Council declares surplus town lands located on Water 
Street, consisting of three commercial zoned lots (PID 25212580, 25212606 and 25212630) 
and direct to staff to offer the lands for sale by public tender with a minimum price of 
$12,000 for all three lots by Wednesday, April 7, 2021.  
 
Also, Council states that this agreement of purchase and sale is subject to a preliminary title 
search and migration of properties and that all legal costs are to be covered by the 
purchaser.  
 
Also, Council stipulates that the Grantee covenants and agrees to commence a commercial 
operation on a portion of the lands within 24 months of the date of closing unless previous 
authorization is received from the Grantor. If the commercial operation is not started within 
this period, the Grantee may be given notice in writing to commence operations within 3 
months and if not started within such extended period the Grantee shall re-convey the lands 
to the Grantor at the original selling price without interest. 
 
And also, Council has the right to refuse any and all offers. 
Motion Carried 

 
4. Adjournment 
 

At 6:24 pm, it was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion Carried 

 
 
____________________________  _____________________________ 
Gregory Henley, Mayor   Linda Cloney, Recording Secretary   

































 

Re: Joint Community Economic Development Strategy  Page 1 of 1 

MEMORANDUM 
TO: Municipality of Cumberland Council, Town of Amherst Council, and Town of Oxford 

Council  
 
FROM:  Michelle Byers, Tamara Porter, Jonathan McClelland  
 
DATE:  April 9, 2021  
 
RE:  Joint Community Economic Development Strategy   

 
The purpose of this memo is to request Council to adopt the Cumberland Region Community Economic 
Development (CED) Strategy.  
 
The Cumberland Region CED Strategy was presented at a Joint Council meeting on March 23, 2021. At 
that meeting, the feedback to our presentation was positive. Following the meeting, staff circulated a 
survey to Council to gather more in-depth feedback. This feedback allowed us to fine tune the Strategy 
prior to being presented to Council for adoption. We received feedback from eight Councillors in total 
(i.e. eight Councillors from all three municipal units).  
 
The feedback we received from Councillors generally confirmed that the Strategy is on the right track 
and has addressed the most significant economic development concerns. There were several positive 
comments provided relating to inter-municipal collaboration and cooperation, which we were pleased 
to see as this is a cornerstone of the Strategy and a general reflection of how we approach our work. 
Here’s a summary of feedback that resulted in revisions to the Strategy:  

• Include a system for accountability of achieving goals 

• Account for new people moving to the region  

• Engage with business to obtain their feedback on an ongoing basis  

• Include annual action items  
 
As a result of the feedback we received, here’s a summary of the revisions we made:  

• We added a section titled “Reporting and Implementation” to address concerns about how 
implementation will take place. This section also provides context for annual work plans.  

• In the Economy pillar, we added an action for formal and informal business retention and 
expansion programs. This is an action that has been ongoing and we apologize for the oversight 
of not including this originally.  

• We added detail related to using deed transfer tax as well as number and amount of building 
permits as a means of indicating population shifts in the region.  

 
The revised Cumberland Region CED Strategy is attached to this memo in full for your review.  
 
Staff recommendation:  
At this point, staff are excited to present the revised Strategy to all three Municipal Councils in the 
Cumberland Region and to recommend the adoption of the Strategy. If Council agrees with this 
recommendation, the following motion would be appropriate:  

Motion to adopt the Cumberland Region Community Economic Development Strategy as 
presented.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

LYME DISEASE AWARENESS MONTH 
May 2021 

 
 
WHEREAS Lyme disease is a serious illness caused by the bite of a black-legged tick infected 
with the bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi: and 
 
WHEREAS black-legged ticks carrying a variety of diseases or illnesses can now be found in all 
parts of Nova Scotia; and 
 
WHEREAS awareness, education and practicing preventative measures, such as daily tick 
checks and proper tick removal, can help reduce your chances of contracting tick borne 
diseases; 
 
THEREFORE, be it resolved that I, Mayor Gregory Henley, on behalf of the Town of Oxford, do 
hereby proclaim May 2021 as “Lyme Disease Awareness Month”. 
 
Dated at Oxford, Nova Scotia 
this 17th day of May, 2021 
 
 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      Mayor, Gregory Henley  
 
 
 
              



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proclamation 
Access Awareness Week 
May 30th – June 5th, 2021 

 
WHEREAS, the week of May 30th – June 5th, 2021 is recognized as Access Awareness 
Week; and 

Access Awareness Week aims to celebrate achievements made both by and for persons 
with disabilities in the areas of accessibility, transportation, housing, employment, 
recreation, education and communication; and 

This is the 34th year that this public awareness initiative has taken place in Nova Scotia; 
and 

Access Awareness Week promotes the inclusion of all Nova Scotians with disabilities as 
full citizens within our communities; and 

Through public awareness, community partnerships and education, this campaign aims 
to foster an environment of equal participation for persons with disabilities within the 
Town of Oxford. 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that I, Mayor Gregory Henley, on behalf of the Town of 
Oxford, do hereby proclaim May 30th – June 5th, 2021 as “Access Awareness Week” in 
the Town of Oxford.  
   
Dated in the Town of Oxford, Nova Scotia 
This 17th  day of May 2021 

 
 

__________________________ 
         
        Mayor, Gregory Henley 



    
 

 

 
 

 

MUNICIPAL PROCLAMATION 
WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS DAY 

June 15, 2021 
 

WHEREAS: Town of Oxford's seniors are valued, contributing members of society, imparting a 
wealth of experience and wisdom in our communities. They deserve to be treated with 
respect and dignity. It is our collective responsibility to ensure they live safely and fully 
engaged within the community that cares about them. 

 

WHEREAS:  The International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse, in support of the United 
Nations International Plan of Action, proclaimed this day to recognize the significance 
of elder abuse as both a public health and human rights issue; and 

 
WHEREAS: 2021 Marks the 16th Anniversary of World Elder Abuse Awareness Day.  Its recognition 

will foster a better understanding of abuse and neglect of older adults; and 
 
WHEREAS:  Elder abuse is not limited to race, gender, culture, or circumstance, and regardless of 

whether the abuse is physical, emotional, or financial, it has a significant impact on the 
lives of individuals and families; and 

 
WHEREAS: Seniors are at risk of being abused and social isolation and ageism are contributing risk 

factors in Nova Scotia; and 
 
WHEREAS: Town of Oxford recognizes the importance of taking action, to create social change, 

that prevents elder abuse and raises awareness, through education of neighbours, 
friends and family members about the Rights of older adults; and 

 
WHEREAS: Preventing abuse of older adults will help improve their quality of life and allow them to 

live independently and contribute to the vibrancy of Ontario for as long as possible; and 
 
WHEREAS: Where there is Respect there can be no abuse; therefore, residents of Oxford are urged 

to Stop Abuse and Restore Respect.    
 

WHEREAS: Where there is respect there can be no abuse; therefore, residents of the Town of 
Oxford, are urged to join this global movement to Stop Abuse and Restore Respect.    

 

THEREFORE;  I, Gregory Henley Mayor of the Town of Oxford, Nova Scotia do hereby proclaim June 
15, 2021 as World Elder Abuse Awareness Day and encourage all of our residents to recognize and 
celebrate seniors and their ongoing contributions to the success and vitality of our province, Nova 
Scotia. 
 

 Dated on this 17th day of May, 2021.   __________________________________  
                                   Signature 



April 2021 Public Works Report 

 

- Water meters read. 

- Replaced pressure release pipe at well #4. 

- Cleaned bushes in the ditches on the well road and behind the chlorine building. 

- Flushed hydrants 

- Reade Primeau is filling in as the transfer station attendant until Willie can 
return to work. 

- Cleaned up and around the transfer station. Reade is going to continue picking 
garbage and whipper snipping. 

- Repaired ditch and driveway at 697 Lower Main. 

- Installed dugouts, shed, and toilets at the ballfield. 

- The Community Garden beds were repaired and replenished with soil. 

- Installed signs for the walking trail at the school. There will be more signs 
installed around town as soon as the posts arrive, they have been ordered. 

Regards, 

 

Wes Adshade 
Town Supervisor, Public Works 

 



Fire report for April 
 
We had 7 calls in the month of April 
 
1 Commercial fire alarm 
4 mutual aid calls (2 Springhill, 2 Pugwash) 
1 Propane leak 
1 Investigation call 
 
3 of these calls were town and 4 in the county 
 
Our call volume has been down due to not responding to medical calls as our MFR'S have 
not been fitted for the proper ppe through EHS this is supposed to happen within the next 
few weeks 
 
As per previous discussion I am just waiting on the paperwork to come out for the Provincial 
funding to apply to try and get 3 Breathing apparatus I believe this should be in next month. 
 
Due to the recent lock down we have had to cancel all our meetings and training until further 
notice this also shut our weekly 50/50 down. We are still involved with the Nova Scotia 50/50 
as this is all done online. 
 
We had a work day planned for the training ground located on the southside but this to had 
to be cancelled until restrictions are lifted 
 
After listening in on a few of the council meetings if any of the members would like a tour of 
the firehall to see what some of the items discussed are we have no problem showing you 
so you can better understand 
 
Within the next few weeks Fleet ready will be in to start the regular servicing and safety 
inspections as well as the yearly pump testing on our fleet. 
 
This is my report if you have any questions or concerns feel free to contact me 
 
 
Thanks 




