
TOWN OF OXFORD 
Town Council Meeting 
Conducted through Zoom Live to FaceBook 
Tuesday, 16 February 2021 
6:00 PM 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order

2. Approval of Agenda

3. Approval of Previous Minutes
3.1 Town Council Minutes – 18 January 2021 
3.2 Special Town Council Minutes – 01 February 2021 
3.3 Special Town Council Minutes – 04 February 2021 

4. Council Swearing In Ceremony
4.1 Swearing In and Code of Conduct – Councillors Elect Arnold MacDonald and 

Chrystal McNutt: Mayor Gregory Henley 

5. Presentation
5.1 Elected Official Training – Presentation by Mike Johnson, REMC Cumberland 

6. New Business
6.1 Budget Process Update – Discussion 
6.2 Library Update – Discussion 
6.3 Insurance Update – Discussion 
6.4 Police Advisory Board Minutes – Information/Discussion 
6.5 Audit Committee Minutes – Information/Discussion 

7. Reports
7.1 Public Works Report 
7.2 Finance Report 
7.3 Fire Report 
7.4 Community Economic Development Report 
7.5 RCMP Report 

8. Correspondence
8.1 Coldest Night of the Year 
8.2 Letter from Municipal Affairs and Housing 



9. Adjournment  



 

                       
 
 

    Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
 
 
 

Place:  Conducted through Zoom Live to Facebook 
Date:  Monday, 18 January 2021 
Presiding Officer:  Mayor Gregory Henley 
Councilors present:  Deputy Mayor Wade Adshade, Carla Black, Brenton Colborne, and Paul 

Jones 
Regrets: Nil 
 
A quorum was present throughout the meeting. 
 
Staff in attendance: Deputy Clerk – Linda Cloney (recording secretary) 
 
1. Call to order 
 

Mayor Henley called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  
 

2. Approval of Agenda   
 

It was moved and seconded that the agenda of the Regular Town Council Meeting for 
January 18, 2021 be approved, as presented. 
Motion Carried 

 
3. Approval of Previous Minutes 

 
It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting for 21 December 
2020 be approved, as presented. 
Motion Carried 
 
It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the Special Town Council Meeting for 11 
January 2021 be approved, as presented. 
Motion Carried 

 
4. New Business 
 

4.1 Temporary Borrowing Resolution: Duke Street Watermain Replacement – 
recommendation from Committee of the Whole 
 

It was moved and seconded that the following resolution be adopted. 



WHEREAS Section 66 of the Municipal Government Act provides that the Council of the 
Town of Oxford, subject to the approval of the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, may borrow to expend funds for a capital purpose as authorized by statute; 

WHEREAS the Council of the Town of Oxford has adopted a capital budget for this fiscal 
year as required by Section 65 of the Municipal Government Act and are so authorized 
to expend funds for a capital purpose as identified in their capital budget; and 

WHEREAS the Council of the Town of Oxford has determined to borrow the aggregate 
principal amount of Six Hundred and Sixty-Three Thousand Dollars ($663,000) for the 
purposes of Duke Street Watermain Replacement. 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED 

THAT under the authority of Section 66 of the Municipal Government Act, the Council of 
the Town of Oxford borrow a sum or sums not exceeding Six Hundred and Sixty-Three 
Thousand Dollars ($663,000) for the purpose set out above, subject to the approval of 
the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing; 

THAT the sum be borrowed by the issue and sale of debentures of the Council of the 
Town of Oxford to such an amount as the Council deems necessary; 

THAT the issue of debentures be postponed pursuant to Section 92 of the Municipal 
Government Act and that the Council borrow from time to time a sum or sums not 
exceeding Six Hundred and Sixty-Three Thousand Dollars ($663,000) in total from any 
chartered bank or trust company doing business in Nova Scotia; 

THAT the sum be borrowed for a period not exceeding Twelve (12) Months from the 
date of the approval of the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing of this resolution; 

THAT the interest payable on the borrowing be paid at a rate to be agreed upon; and 

THAT the amount borrowed be repaid from the proceeds of the debentures when sold. 

Motion Carried 

4.2 Audit Committee Member Vacancy – Recommendation from Personnel Committee 

Personnel Committee recommended to Council to appoint Dave Clark as a member of 
the public for the Audit Committee. 

It was moved and seconded that Town Council approve the recommendation from the 
Personnel Committee and appoint Dave Clark as a member of the public for the Audit 
Committee. 



 

Motion Carried. 
 

4.3 Police Advisory Board Vacancy 
 

Personnel Committee recommended to Council to appoint Josephine MacDonald as a 
member of the public for the Police Advisory Board Committee. 

 
It was moved and seconded that Town Council approve the recommendation from the 
Personnel Committee and appoint Josephine MacDonald as a member of the public for 
the Police Advisory Board Committee. 

 
Motion Carried 

 
4.4 Habitat for Humanity Builds – Oxford Update 
 

Mayor Henley reported to Council that Habitat for Humanity has plans to proceed the 
third build in Oxford, on Little River Road, starting April 1, 2021. 

 
4.5 Insurance Update 

 
 The insurance company, for the Town of Oxford, has received a copy of the signed 
Arena Agreement, as per their request. 
 
Nothing more to report. 

 
4.6 Special Election Update 

 
The Special Election voting started January 18, 2021 at noon. As of 4:30 pm, on January 
18, forty-three people had voted.  
 
Council commented that the tele-voting was muffled. Staff will follow up. 
 

5. Reports 
 
5.1 Public Works Report 

 The operation and maintenance manuals for water treatment and wastewater 
treatment are due in February from Dillon Consulting. Council wants to know if that was 
a budgeted amount. Staff will follow up. 

 
5.2 Finance: General Operating and Water Utility Budget Variance Reports 
 

Reviewing the report, Council had a discussion regarding a spending freeze on all 
discretionary spending. 
 



 

It was moved and seconded to cease all discretionary spending until the end of the fiscal 
year. 
Motion Carried 

 
5.3 Fire Report 
 

Council had a general discussion regarding the Fire Budget being reached. Staff advised 
Council that communication was sent to the Fire Chief regarding this issue. 

  
5.4 Community Economic Development Report 
  

 In the report, staff requested to spend up to $125.00 of the 20-21 Community Economic 
Development promotion budget towards the Poetry Festival videographer. Council 
denied this request as the motion to suspend all discretionary spending has been 
applied.  

 
It was moved and seconded to accept the reports as submitted. 
Motion Carried 
 

6. Adjournment 
 
At 6:19 pm, it was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion Carried 
 

 
 
__________________________________  ________________________________ 
Gregory Henley, Mayor    Linda Cloney, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Minutes of the Special Town Council Meeting  
 
 
 

Place:  Conducted through Zoom, streamed live to FaceBook 
Date: Thursday, February 1, 2021 
Presiding Officer:  Mayor Gregory Henley 
Councilors Present:  Deputy Mayor Wade Adshade, Carla Black, Brenton Colborne, and Paul 

Jones 
Regrets:  Nil 
 
A quorum was present throughout the meeting. 
 
Staff in attendance: Deputy Clerk Linda Cloney (recording secretary) 
 
1. Call to Order  

  
Mayor Henley called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

 
2. RFD – Transfer of funds from the Gas Tax Reserve to the General Operating Account 
 
It was moved and seconded that the following resolution be adopted: 

 
To authorize the borrowing of certain moneys from the Gas Tax Reserve Fund to meet the current 
expenditure of the Corporation of the Town of Oxford (hereinafter called “the Corporation”) for the year 
ending March 31, 2021. 
 
WHEREAS it is necessary to borrow the sum of $100,000 (One hundred thousand dollars) from the Gas 
Tax Reserve Fund to meet the current expenditures of the Corporation until such time as the taxes to be 
levied therefore can be collected; 
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Municipal Council of the Corporation as follows: 
 
1. THAT the Mayor and the Senior Accountant of the Corporation, be, and they are hereby authorized 
under the seal of the Corporation to borrow from the Gas Tax Reserve Fund up to the sum of $100,000 
(One hundred thousand dollars) as the same may be required from time to time to meet the now 
current expenditures of the Corporation which said expenditures has been duly authorized by Council; 
and 
 
2. THAT the said Mayor with the Senior Accountant aforesaid, be, and they are hereby authorized to pay 
or allow to the Gas Tas Reserve Fund, interest on the sum of $100,000 (One Hundred thousand dollars), 



 

which may be paid or allowed in advance by way of discount or otherwise howsoever as they may deem 
best; and 
 
3. THAT the said sum of $100,000 (One hundred thousand dollars) so to be borrowed shall be made 
payable on or before the 31st day of March, 2021, and the promissory note or notes of the Corporation, 
if any, given therefore, if made payable before the said 31st day of March, 2021, may be renewed by the 
said Mayor and Senior Accountant from time to time, but no renewal thereof shall fall due later than the 
said 31st day of March, 2021; and 
 
4. THAT the said promissory note or notes of the Corporation, sealed with the corporate seal and signed 
by the Mayor and Senior Accountant of the Corporation be given from time to time as required, in 
security for the amounts borrowed from time to time under the provisions of this resolution; and 
 
5. THAT giving of such renewal note or notes, as aforesaid, shall not be deemed satisfaction of the Gas 
Tax Reserve Fund of the said advance or interest, but as evidence only in indebtedness. 
 
This is to certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a resolution of the Council of the Municipal 
Corporation of the Town of Oxford passed at a meeting of the said Council, duly called and held on the 
1st day of February, 2021 at which a quorum of the Council was present and voting. 
 
Given under the hands of the Mayor and Senior Accountant of the Town this 1st day of February, 2021. 
 
The resolution was adopted. 
 
3. Adjournment  
 

At 6:05 pm, it was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion Carried 

 
 
____________________________  _____________________________ 
Gregory Henley, Mayor   Linda Cloney, Recording Secretary   



 

 
 
 
Minutes of the Special Town Council Meeting  
 
 
 

Place:  Conducted through Zoom, streamed live to FaceBook 
Date: Thursday, February 4, 2021 
Presiding Officer:  Mayor Gregory Henley 
Councilors Present:  Deputy Mayor Wade Adshade, Carla Black, Brenton Colborne, and Paul 

Jones 
Regrets:  Nil 
 
A quorum was present throughout the meeting. 
 
Staff in attendance: Deputy Clerk Linda Cloney (recording secretary) 
 
1. Call to Order  

  
Mayor Henley called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

 
2. Resolution – Municipal Innovation Program 
 
It was moved and seconded that the following resolution be adopted: 

 
WHEREAS the Province of Nova Scotia has called for applications to their Municipal Innovation 
Program (MIP); and 
 
WHEREAS the goals of the program are, “… to support regional economic development and 
regional planning by encouraging municipalities to work together”; and 
 
WHEREAS staff and Mayors from the Municipality of the County of Cumberland, Town of 
Amherst, and Town of Oxford have met to discuss potential projects to collaborate on and 
submit to the MIP; and  
 
WHEREAS it is proposed that the three municipalities apply for assistance through the MIP to 
enhance education and enforcement services with respect to solid waste, harmonizing solid 
waste by-laws, and exploring the potential for administering joint solid waste collection 
contracts.  
 
Therefore be it resolved  



 

“That Council of the Town of Oxford agree to participate in the project to enhance education 
and enforcement with respect to solid waste, harmonizing solid waste by-laws, and exploring 
the potential for administering joint solid waste collection contracts that is being submitted 
for consideration under the Municipal Innovation Fund.” 
 
The resolution was adopted. 
 
3. Adjournment  
 

At 6:03 pm, it was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion Carried 

 
 
____________________________  _____________________________ 
Gregory Henley, Mayor   Linda Cloney, Recording Secretary   



Town of Oxford 
Council Member’s Oath of Office 

 
I, Arnold MacDonald, solemnly affirm that I will be faithful and bear 
true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs 
and successors according to law; 
 
And that I am duly qualified as required by law for the office of 
Councillor of the Town of Oxford; 
 
And that I will truly, faithfully, and impartially execute the duties of the 
office to which I have been elected to the best of my knowledge and 
ability; 
 
And that I have not received and will not receive any payment or 
reward or promise thereof for the exercise or any partiality or other 
undue execution of the duties of my office. 
 
Affirmed at the Town of Oxford 
In the County of Cumberland, 
This 16th day of February, 2021. 
 
 
___________________________ 
Gregory Henley 
Mayor, Town of Oxford 



ATTACHMENT A 

STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO COUNCI LLORS' CODE OF 

CONDUCT 

I, Arnold Harry MacDonald, declare that as a Councillor of the Town of Oxford, I 

acknowledge and support the Councillors' Code of Conduct. 

Signed: ____________ _ 

Declared this 16th day of  February, 2021 

Before me: 

Gregory Henley

Mayor, Town of Oxford 



Town of Oxford 
Council Member’s Oath of Office 

 
I, Chrystal McNutt, solemnly affirm that I will be faithful and bear true 
allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and 
successors according to law; 
 
And that I am duly qualified as required by law for the office of 
Councillor of the Town of Oxford; 
 
And that I will truly, faithfully, and impartially execute the duties of the 
office to which I have been elected to the best of my knowledge and 
ability; 
 
And that I have not received and will not receive any payment or 
reward or promise thereof for the exercise or any partiality or other 
undue execution of the duties of my office. 
 
Affirmed at the Town of Oxford 
In the County of Cumberland, 
This 16th day of February, 2021. 
 
 
___________________________ 
Gregory Henley 
Mayor, Town of Oxford 



ATTACHMENT A 

STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO COUNCI LLORS' CODE OF 

CONDUCT 

I, Chrystal Dawn McNutt, declare that as a Councillor of the Town of Oxford, I 

acknowledge and support the Councillors' Code of Conduct. 

Signed: ____________ _ 

Declared this 16th day of  February, 2021 

Before me: 

Gregory Henley

Mayor, Town of Oxford 



 

                       
 
 

    Minutes of the Police Advisory Board 
 
 
 

Place:  Council Chambers  
Date:  Tuesday, January 26, 2021 
Chair:  Byron MacDonnell 
Members Present:  Wade Adshade, Brenton Colborne, Josephine MacDonald, Corporal Clay 

Wortman and Acting District Commander Sgt. Jason Pennoyer 
Regrets: Nil 
 
A quorum was present throughout the meeting. 
 
Staff in attendance:  Linda Cloney (recording secretary) 
 
1. Call to order 
 

Chair MacDonnell called the meeting to order at 6 pm. The board welcomed Councilor 
Brenton Colborne and public appointee Josephine MacDonald to the board. There was a 
general discussion regarding member training and staff presented to the board that the 
Province is constructing a new online module and will inform the town staff when the 
training can begin. Staff will follow up. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda   
 

It was moved and seconded that the agenda of the Police Advisory Board Meeting for 
January 26, 2021 be approved. 
Motion Carried 

 
3. Approval of Previous Minutes 

 
It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the Police Advisory Board Meeting for 
October 6, 2020 be approved. 
Motion Carried 

 
4. Business 
 
4.1 RCMP Report 
 

Sgt. Pennoyer presented the RCMP report in detail. Below are the highlights discussed: 
• Staff numbers for supervision is low. 



 

• The Annual Performance Plan (APP) for 2020/2021 was not completed due to COVID-19. 
The next Police Advisory Board Meeting there will be more discussion regarding the 
2021/2022 APP plan. 

• The RCMP have most of their fleet out of Amherst and Oxford. 
• The RCMP have suspended their sale of vehicles. 
• Mental Health calls have increased all over Nova Scotia. 

 
It was moved and seconded that the RCMP report for this quarter presented on Tuesday, 
January 26, 2021 be accepted as presented. 
Motion Carried 
 
A copy of the RCMP report is filed. 

 
4.2 Business from previous meeting 
  
 4.2.1  Proposal to complete intersection presented to Council – discussion 
 

This proposal was recommended to Committee of the Whole on February 3, 2020 and 
Council decided to consider the proposal during the budget discussions that year. This did 
not make the budget due to financial restraints. 

The Police Advisory Board would like this proposal to be revisited. 

This issue was originated by Council and given to the Police Advisory Board for their 
evaluation. The Police Advisory Board recommends the proposal for a study on the 
sidewalk for the safety of the citizens that travel through that intersection. 

It was moved and seconded that the Police Advisory Board recommends to Council to 
approve the review of the intersection of Main, Lower Main, and Water Streets by WSP 
Canada Inc. as indicated within their proposal, dated January 23, 2020. 
Motion Carried 

 
 4.2.2 By-law enforcement and update on fees 
 

After general discussion regarding the by-law enforcement and fees, the Police Advisory 
Board decided not to go any further with this. 

 
 4.2.3 Speeding on Duke and Jackson Street updates 
 

Speeding on Duke and Jackson Streets were an issue at the last meeting on October 6, 
2020. The board members feel that 50 km/h is too fast for the side streets of Oxford. The 
board members felt that 30 km/h would be safer. Staff will follow up on this.  

 
4.2.4 Minister appointed position on Board update 



 

There is a Department of Justice public appointee applicant currently in process. If this 
process does not finish by May 2021 then the applicant expires, and the Department of 
Justice will have to reach out to the public to start the process again. 

 
4.3 New Business 
 
 4.3.1 Potential New Crosswalk 
 

A request was received by the CAO for a potential new crosswalk located near the driveway 
of the school on Lower Main Street. The CAO was unable to attend the Police Advisory 
Board meeting and staff will follow up with her for more details.  
 
Defer to next meeting for discussion. 

 
4.4 Correspondence 
 

Councillor Adshade received an email just before the start of the Police Advisory Board 
meeting. 
 
A concerned citizen that resides on Main Street is concerned with the speed of the larger 
trucks that come down on Main Street. 
 
The RCMP will be alert for any speeding vehicles on Main Street. 
This piece of correspondence has been filed. 

 
4.5 Board Member Issues 
 
 Nil 
 
4.6 Municipal Issues 
 

An issue was raised that is becoming more of a concern is a lot of disrespect, swearing and 
littering from the teenagers in the downtown core through the lunch hour. It was asked for 
more foot presence during the school lunch break. The RCMP will be on alert for this issue. 

 
4.7 Date and time for next meeting 
 

The next Police Advisory Board Meeting is set for Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 6 pm. 
 
5. Adjournment 

 
At 7:15 pm, it was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion Carried 

 



 

 
 
__________________________________  ________________________________ 
Byron MacDonnell, Chair    Linda Cloney, Recording Secretary 



                      
 
 
Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting 
 
 

Place: Council Chambers 
Date: Wednesday, January 06, 2021 
Presiding Officer: Mayor Gregory Henley 
Members Present: Tracy Black, Carla Black, Paul Jones  
Regrets: Nil 
A quorum was present throughout the meeting. 
Staff Present: Senior Accountant - Ruthann Brookins, and Deputy Clerk - Linda Cloney 
(recording secretary) 
Auditor Present - Jorgenson & Bickerton Limited - Mark Milner, CPA, CA 
 
1.  Call to order 
 Mayor Henley called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
2.     Approval of Agenda 

It was moved and seconded that the agenda of the Audit Committee Meeting for January 
6, 2021 be approved, as circulated. 
Motion Carried 

 
3.  Election of Chairperson 
 
 It was moved and seconded that Carla Black be elected as Chairperson. 
 Motion Carried 
 
4.    Approval of Previous Minutes 
 

4.1 Audit Committee Meeting – 27 January 2020 
 
 The minutes are to reflect that the current board members that are present were not in 

attendance at the January 27, 2020 meeting. 
 

It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held January 
27, 2020 be approved as circulated. 
Motion Carried 

 
5. New Business 
 

5.1 Roles and Responsibilities of the Auditor and Committee 



There was a discussion regarding the Audit Committee Terms of Reference. Within this 
document the duties and responsibilities of the Audit Committee Board members are 
described. 

 
The committee asked about training for board members and staff. 

 
5.2 Financial Management Policies: For Information 

 
Personnel Policy was discussed regarding lieu time (flex time). 

 
The Procurement Policy was discussed and that in Appendix 2 – Special Services, page 15, it 
states that legal services, audit services, engineering services and insurance coverage will 
be by public tender every five years. Also, it states that the Banking services will be 
acquired by request for proposal every five years.  

 
The audit committee agreed that they need to meet at least quarterly and make 
recommendations to Council regarding accounting procedures. 

 
Internal reporting relating to accounting procedures and internal controls was discussed. 

 
The committee would like to review financial reports at each Audit Committee Meeting. 

 
The Financial Management Policies will be discussed further at the next meeting. 

 
5.3 Review Audited Consolidated Financial Statements March 31, 2020 

 
The committee asked staff to look up motion regarding approving Duke & Waverly Street 
project.  

 
Adjusting entries required was discussed. It was noted that the last two years the audits 
were worked on by Kevin Matheson who is a chartered accountant. 

 
Support for Ruthann was discussed. Municipal finance training would be an asset. 

 
The School Enhancement and McCleave Festival funds were discussed. The money is no 
longer in those funds. 

 
5.4 Recommendation for approval by Council of audited consolidated financial 
statements. 

 
It was moved and seconded that the Audit Committee recommends to Town Council to 
accept the Audited Consolidated Financial Statements March 31, 2020 as presented. 
Motion Carried 

 



5.5 Audit Findings/Management Letter: presentation and discussion 
 

Mr. Milner presented to the Audit Committee the 2019-20 management letter and the 
2018-19 and 2017-18 management letters as requested by the Audit Committee. 

 
This management letter will be shared with the Province. 

 
5.6 Staff feedback regarding audit 

 
Staff expressed to the committee that people do not understand where the Town of 
Oxford is financially as cash flow is a challenge. 

 
Staff commented that the Town of Oxford needs a financial plan in place. 

 
6. Adjournment 

 
At 8:05 pm, it was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion Carried.  
 
Next meeting is scheduled to meet in person for Thursday January 14, 2021 at 6:00 pm. 

 
 
__________________________________  ________________________________ 
Carla Black, Chairperson    Linda Cloney, Recording Secretary 
 







5. Old Business

5.1 Financial Management Policies

There was a discussion regarding the Audit Committee Terms of Reference and the 

importance of understanding and following it as it was intended for. 

Capital Reserve Fund Policy was discussed. Items that need attention to, that were 

commented on, are: 

Statement -2. It states, the level of Capital Reserve Fund will be at least twenty per 

cent (20%) of regular general fund operating expenses plus amortization expenses. - 

this will need to be applied to the capital reserve budget. 

Funding -1. e. It states, proceeds received from the winding up of a municipal 

enterprise as defined in the Municipal Finance Corporation Act. Need clarification. 

Multi-Year Capital Plan Policy was discussed. Items that need attention to, that were 

commented on, are: 

Statement -2. It states, the identification and reporting of tangible capital assets 

upholds Public Sector Accounting Board (PSAB) standards. Under the Canada-Nova 

Scotia Agreement on the Transfer of Federal Gas Revenues, municipalities in Nova 

Scotia must also submit a Capital Investment Plan (CIP) annually to be eligible for 

funding. The CIP is not a substitute for a multi-year capital plan; rather, it complements 

the Town's long-term planning for its capital needs. 

Question: What does our CIP say and does this happen every year? 

Policy Principals -10 a) December - send notice to Council and staff of capital 

budgeting process, with request to identify new projects for January Council 

Committee of the Whole. 

AND 

10 b) January-Review and discuss status of existing projects at 

Committee of the Whole. List and identify new projects submitted by Council and staff. 

At this stage, Council identifies which projects should proceed to be costed by staff and 

provides direction on which projects are to be brought forward in the budgeting 

process. 











Public Works Report – January 2021 
 
- Installed a new hydrant and valve at 47 Water St 
- Snow removal & cleanup 
- Put cold patch out where need be 
- Dillon was taken around to the wells, reservoir & lagoons for O&M information. The O & M 
manuals are anticipated to be done by mid-February. 
- Regular Maintenance, sewer cleaning UV lights & floats in the lift stations & water sampling 
- We have used 90 tons of salt to date 
 
Note: the next couple weeks, Amherst Public Works will be doing water test & monitoring the 
distribution system & wastewater and Oxford Public Works will be looking after the day to day 
duties while I am unavailable. 
 
 
 
Regards 
Wes Adshade 
Supervisor Public Works 
 









Fire report for January 2021 

We had 4 calls for the month January. 

1 flue fire 
1 vehicle fire 
1 alarm (ammonia other gases) 
1 MVA  

All these calls were town calls, no county calls. 

Our January was a quiet month. We held our monthly practice and monthly meeting. 

We had one new member join the department, bringing our membership up to 29 members. 

The officers raised the issue that following the last couple of recent storms the hydrants were 
not being cleared for use until 2 to 3 days after the storm. This could hinder us from connecting 
if we have a major call where we would need the extra water, hopefully we can get this issue 
straightened out. 

A letter was written to council regarding the I Am Responding app subscription, which we are 
hoping you will approve. 

That is the report for January, any questions or concerns feel free to contact me. 

Thanks, 

Truman Rushton 
Fire Chief, Oxford 
truemanrushton@gmail.com 

mailto:truemanrushton@gmail.com


 
 

 

CEDO Report  

Highlights:  January 19-February 10, 2021 (inclusive)  

 

Promotion 

• Business-related events were promoted directly through the Business Contacts email list in 

addition to the face book posts below. 

• Town of Oxford Official Face book group: I have promoted various free workshops for 

businesses and entrepreneurs, a free educational series on systemic racism, several local 

businesses, Black History Month, local job opportunities, snowshoes for loan, Oxford library 

request for donations, Cumberland Helping Tree, wild blueberries, Cumberland Tourism 

February newsletter, Beautification grant program, invitation for Oxford residents to join 

Cumberland Ground Search and Rescue, and posted a request for local organizations to submit 

upcoming events for an online March newsletter. 

• Some of the above items were also posted on the Town website. 

 

Support for Businesses and Business Development 

 

• I continue to liaison with businesses who had expressed interest in the Wild Blueberry Capital 

Beautification Program and to promote the program through face book, our website and directly 

to businesses.  To date, at least one business has applied.    

• To date, I’ve received a small, but positive, response to a survey to evaluate the Business 

Contacts Group email. 

• I represented the Town at a Team Cumberland meeting and sat in on a Mind Your Business 

(Cumberland Business Connector) workshop planning meeting since Oxford is one of the 

sponsors of this workshop series. 

• With one space now available on the Business Entrance signage, I’ve contacted two businesses 

who had previously expressed interest- no response to date. 

• Information on new initiatives was received in conversation with Cumberland Business 

Connector Coordinator. 

 

 

Poetry At Large Poetry Festival, 2021 

 

• We have held two meetings during the period of this report and are proceeding with plans for 

an accelerated online presence during the month of April since COVID-19 preventions us from 

offering our established festival model. 
 

 



 

Other 

• Responded to several inquiries. 

• Draft CED budget and sent to Ruthann. 

• Cumberland Tourism initiative: Oxford will be included in both the Wentworth and 

North Shore sections of the promotional materials.  I submitted Oxford pictures and 

Poetry Festival details for future use in promotional materials.  Reviewed Tourism 

Strategic Plan. 

• By March 1, I plan to have a newsletter/calendar available on face book and the 

Town’s website.  Deadline for submissions is February 15.  I’ll print a few for pick 

up at the Town Hall and encourage sharing with residents who are not online.  One will 

be posted on the Canada Post Bulletin Board.  With our budgets frozen, we will not be 

doing a mailout. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ruthie Patriquin,  

Community Economic Development Officer 
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